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Deadly Aim by Sally M. Walker  
More than 20,000 American Indians served in the Civil War, yet their names remain largely unknown. 
Sibert Award-winning author Sally M. Walker uncovers their untold tales with gripping firsthand accounts 
from the frontlines. 

 Emperor of the Universe by David Lubar 
When his pet gerbil, Henrietta, is beamed aboard an alien spaceship--along with a package of beef from 
his parents' fridge--Nicholas's life takes a surprising turn. Soon he's being chased all over the universe 
by the dozens of different alien species that he somehow manages to offend. Can Nicholas save 
Henrietta and make it back home before his parents find out and ground him forever? 

 Greystone Secrets: The Strangers by Margaret Peterson Haddix 
What makes you, you?  The Greystone kids thought they knew.  But everything changes when reports 
of three kidnapped children reach the Greystone kids, and they're shocked by the startling similarities 
between themselves and these complete strangers. The other kids share their same first and middle 
names. They're the same ages. They even have identical birthdays. Who, exactly, are these strangers? 

 New Kid by Jerry Craft 
Jordan is one of the few kids of color in his entire grade. As he makes the daily trip from his Washington 
Heights apartment to the upscale Riverdale Academy Day School, Jordan soon finds himself torn 
between two worlds--and not really fitting into either one. Can Jordan learn to navigate his new school 
culture while keeping his friends and staying true to himself? 

 
The Oddmire, Book 1: Changeling by William Ritter 
Twelve-year-olds Tinn and Cole, raised as human twins in sleepy Endsborough, risk their lives in the 
Wild Wood, Oddmire Swamp, and the Deep Dark to learn which is a goblin changeling with an important 
mission. 

 
Other Words for Home by Jasmine Warga 
A hopeful middle grade novel in verse about a young girl who must leave Syria to move to the United 
States.  This lyrical, life-affirming story is about losing and finding home and, most importantly, finding 
yourself. 

 

Planet Earth is Blue by Nicole Panteleakos 
Autistic and nearly nonverbal, twelve-year-old Nova is happy in her new foster home and school, but 
eagerly anticipates the 1986 Challenger launch, for which her sister, Bridget, promised to return. 

 The Remarkable Journey of Coyote Sunrise by Dan Gemeinhart 
For five years, Coyote and her dad have been on the road in an old school bus, mourning the loss of her 
mother and sisters.  But when Coyote learns that the park in her old neighborhood is being demolished--
the very same park where she buried a treasured memory box--she devises an elaborate plan to get her 
dad to drive 3,600 miles back to Washington state in four days...without him realizing it. 

 
We’re Not From Here by Geoff Rodkey 
After a year on Mars, a young boy and his family migrate to the planet Choom, but the inhabitants of 
Choom, the Zhuri, who look like giant mosquitoes, don't really like humans and it up to the boy and his 
family to change their minds if they hope to survive. 

 Wildfire by Rodman Philbrick 
Thirteen-year-old Sam is at summer camp while his mother is in rehab, but when the camp is evacuated 
ahead of a fast moving wildfire, he makes the mistake of going back for his phone, and finds himself left 
behind, disoriented, and running for his life, together with a girl, Delphy, from a different camp. Finding 
an old jeep keeps them going, but in the wilds of Maine, there are only logging roads and the deadly 
crown fire is everywhere. 
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The Birbery is a reading program designed by Birmingham Media Specialists for all Birmingham 
Public School 6th, 7th, and 8th graders.  It is a “Mock Newbery” program. The real Newbery is an 
award given each winter for “the most distinguished contribution to American literature for children 
in the preceding year.” The BPS Media Specialists chose ten books that they believe are front-runners 
for the real Newbery Award.   

 
Here’s how it works: 

 Students read and review (on the BCS Birbery website) as many of the 10 Birbery 
books as they choose. 

 Students who meet the requirements listed below come to the Quiz Bowl on March 
5 during school, where 10 book readers answer game-show style questions about the 
books.  Students who are 5+ book readers get to watch.  Everyone votes on BCS’s 
favorite Birbery book.  Plus, everyone gets fed lunch and snacks, too! 

 The top 5 scorers of the Quiz Bowl form the BCS branch of the Birbery Committee.  
The committee members from each middle school are picked up by a limo from 
school on March 13 and taken to Baldwin Library to meet.  They eat a catered lunch 
and discuss the books to decide on the Birbery Award winning book of the year. 
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To compete in the Quiz Bowl (and enjoy a delicious lunch): 
1. Read all 10 Birbery books. 
2. Review all 10 books on the Media Center website. 
3. Attend 2 or more book clubs during lunch (schedule on website). 

 
To watch the Quiz Bowl (and eat the food, too!): 

1. Read 5 or more Birbery books. 
2. Review those 5+ books on the Media Center website. 
3. Attend 2 or more book clubs during lunch (schedule on website). 
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November 8 Book checkouts begin in BCS Library 

January - February  Book clubs – schedule posted in BCS Library and online 

March 1 Requirements for participation must be met  
(5+ for audience member, 10 for Quiz Bowl contestant) 

March 5 Birbery Quiz Bowl 

March 13 Birbery Committee at Baldwin Library  
This is only for the 5 winners of quiz bowl to attend! 

 

Email Mrs. Truesdell at atruesdell@birmingham.k12.mi.us if you have any questions. 
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